BY  ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

Is it significant that Great Britain is taking a more
acute interest in the affairs of the Gulf? Strengthening
her position on the Arabian shore, she moved her naval
base from Qishm Island to Bahrein.

A pact of non-aggression has been initiated between
Iran, 'Iraq, and Turkey. Coupled with the present trade
agreements it would seem that important vested interests
are being forged in Asia.

The outstanding problem between clraq and Iran is the
vexed Shatt>al-Arab question, complicated by Iran's
claim, through usage, to keep her ships in the channel.
This right of way has never been seriously challenged and
rests upon a precedent long since created. Although the
boundary gives 'Iraq disputed control, the frontier
concedes the navigable rights of the river to Iran. It
is scarcely surprising that the Iranian Government re-
cently objected to the inconvenience of this anomaly,
representing that the frontier should be marked along
the centre of the river, which, they claim, is customary.
But the alteration would seriously affect vested shipping
interests.

The problem arose in the middle of last century when
Turkey controlled the Shatt, the high-water line on the
left bank being Persian territory. At the treaty of
Erzerum in 1847, followed by the protocol of Constantinople
in 1913, an international commission decided the boundary
in the presence of delegates from both countries, and
recognized the right of Persian ships to navigate the river.
At the end of the Great War the new kingdom of 'Iraq
accepted the Turkish boundaries, which included the
navigable waters of the Shatt-al-Arab.

Since 1932, however, the Iranian Government has
infringed the treaty by establishing police posts in 'Iraqi
territory, and by transgressing the rules and rights of 'Iraq
on the river, defending her action by declaring treaty
and protocol invalid, contending that the frontier was
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